Bagot has to get ‘proactive’ The area that is presently open space could be subdivided into 80 or more blocks to be sold with a row of apartments along Bagot Road The money from the sale of the blocks will provide funding for housing for present-day Bagot residents and also a Trust Fund for the benefit of all Aboriginal people.....
Letter to the President Bagot Community Council

PO Box 38871

Winnellie NT 0821

21 March 2011
Dear Friends
James Gaykamungu spoke well on the 7.30 Report on Friday 18th March, 2011. You must all be concerned that no ‘Closing the Gap’ money has been allocated for upgrading housing at Bagot.  A few years back the Chief Minister Paul Henderson was very moved by Joy White’s speech at the Open Day, but he made Joy worried when he said he would like to see Bagot become a ‘normal suburb’. Dave Tollner MLA was saying the same thing on the 7.30 Report last week. In 2009 I proposed some ideas for the future of Bagot. My views haven’t changed and the matter gets more urgent with every passing year. In that time I have been motivated by the untimely deaths of so many young men and women I knew as Bagot kids in the 1980s. It appears they saw no future for their community, no hope for the future.

For a start, I believe that Bagot has to get ‘proactive’ which means making your own plans and not depending on the government to force something on you. My suggestions may surprise you after I have been fighting against Helen Secretary rezoning the Kulaluk land for light industry development. I am against the proposed developments for the Kulaluk land because the Kulaluk land is too valuable for its open space of natural bush and mangroves and the Gwalwa Daraniki want to sell the land for their own benefit without consideration of the importance of the land to all Aboriginal people. They do not seem to care about other Aboriginal people who use the land every day, or the fact that the land was once part of the old Bagot Reserve from 1938 to 1965. To me Bagot and Kulaluk are one and should be seen as one Aboriginal area but with different land uses.
I believe the Bagot case is different to saving the Kulaluk bushland and mangroves. There is no bush left at Bagot and the land is most valuable as a housing area. In the Bagot case, the community council who hold the land can learn from Helen Secretary and become independent of the government by going into partnership with a developer. Or by at least getting advice from a town planner, even if it is Hans Vos!  The main thing is that Bagot Council stays in control and consults widely with all who have an interest.

Bagot can be developed by using the land for a showcase multiracial housing suburb with a central community centre, facilities, open spaces and a community council to serve all who will be living on the land. I have sketched out a plan (attached). The area that is presently open space could be subdivided into 80 or more blocks to be sold with a row of apartments along Bagot Road. 
The sale and/or investment by an Aboriginal Corporation would facilitate:

· An ‘all purpose’ community centre and sports field to be a shining example of multiracial sharing, controlled by a council representing all residents of ‘Old Bagot’ and a new multi-racial Bagot’. 
· Bagot could have its own council and medical service as well, which would be represented on the ‘umbrella’ elected committee of stakeholders for the whole area.
· The money from the sale of the blocks will provide funding for housing for present-day Bagot residents and also a Trust Fund for the benefit of all Aboriginal people. 
· Old and New Bagot would be integrated into the Kulaluk land which can provide open space for sports fields. 
The land between Fitzer Drive and Totem Road was set aside in compensation for land revoked from the original Bagot Aboriginal Reserve in 1965. There is plenty of space in the flight path for sports fields and walking and cycling paths among the trees that should be seen as an integral part of the development. I also suggest an Aboriginal-owned shopping centre on Kulaluk land, open to the public but employing local people. A small shopping centre should also be part of the development inside ‘Old Bagot’. The shops would provide a good meeting place for residents to get to know one another and shops are badly needed in Ludmilla.

What else can you do with Bagot? No one wants all the Bagot land to be developed as a large ‘Black ghetto’, housing only Aboriginal people. And you can’t just sit on all that empty space, or the government will take it off you. Sports fields inside Bagot would be expensive to operate without some financial return. You need an income, and you have the land. 

Well, that is my suggestion. Once you get a business partner the next step would be to release some detailed plans and see what people say.  At least by presenting something like this you will show the government that you have your own ideas. The plan will also give the community some future directions.
Yours sincerely,

Bill Day
William Bartlett Day PhD

Consulting Anthropologist
PO Box 425 
Maylands 
WA 6931

williambday@bigpond.com
Telephone: 08 9371 5010

Mobile: 0408 946 942
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Proposed development plans for Bagot land. [Plans by Dr Bill Day, 2011]
